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THE TIME OF THE FLOOD 

Stefano Cagol 

 

Extracts of 60-seconds each from the 7 video works in the series. 

The Time of the Flood, Fragments, 8’38” 

HD Video, 2020 – 2021  

Original total running time 40’ 

 

“The Tim e of  the Flood” by  S tefano Cagol ref lects on our relationship with 

nature,  the imm inent danger and the f lood as the sum m a of  all  the upheavals –  i t  

started in N ovem ber 2019 and becam e prophetic of  the current  state of  affairs.  

 

Fathom  –  06:50  

The endoscope on the seabed recalls the need to go deep into things,  to 

understand  what we cannot see des pite  i t  being alrea dy in front  of  our eyes.  The 

water evokes the sea level r ise,  the m elt ing of  the eternal ice –  “the f lood” –  

becom ing a synthesis of  our unb alanced  rel ationship with nature.  Once again,  

the art ist  em ploys a technical  device in order to give a sign,  this tim e from 

N ordhafen,  an inner harbor of  a canal of  the river S pree.  Here,  in the center of 

Berlin,  m etropolitan waters “show” them selv es in all  their  suffering.   

 

Antag onis mus  –  06:50 

Water and f ire,  opposite  elem ents par excellence,  are chosen by  the art ist  to 

trigger a m ore com plex reading of  antagonism . Usually ,  water extinguishes f i re; 

however,  in this action we witness f i re  “attacking” water.  In ecology,  antagonism 

indicates a dire ct  action of one elem ent against  the other and aware of such 

indication,  the art ist  cannot help but  seeing m an and nature in i rresolvable 

opposit ion to each other.  S et  in Flughafensee,  a lake near the Tegel Airport  in 

Berlin,  this action –  a f lam e created by  the com bination of a l ighter and a 

hairspr ay  can –  echoes a form er action,  from  ten years go,  in which the art ist  set 

f i re  on the Arctic.  

 

Jus t Befor e –  10:45  

In an undeniably  urban environm ent,  the art ist  spread s a warning of  im m inent 

danger,  he gives  an audible alarm ; in a sort  of  sham anic ri tual,  the art ist  turns 

on an analogue siren,  which becomes the tool that  exorcises and sim ultaneously  

underlines what is about to happen.  On the background,  three recognizable 

bui ldings of  Berlin:  the Fernsehturm ,  the contem porary  architecture of  the new 

Europacity  Quartier and,  f inally ,  the Reichstag.   
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S ig nal  to the Futur e –  03:00  

At dawn, the art ist  launches an S OS  sign,  warning about his presence,  an attem pt 

to com m unicate, to i l lum inate the darkness –  a sym bolic and universal  action 

that  spurs ref lections on the present we are l iv ing in,  between hope,  sense of 

danger and anthropo genic interference.  The site  of this action is the iconic 

Piazza del  Duom o in Bressanone (I taly),  in a deserted state,  during the 

pandem ic.  The im ages docum enting this action have been broadca sted by  

several  international m edia outlets,  reaching over 400 m ill ion viewers.   

 

Abiog enes is  –  03:25 

The art ist  looks down from  the edge of  an ancient  volcanic precipice that  sinks 

into the darkest  bowels of the earth;  he dangerously  approa ches a caldera –  

which is a large cauldron -like hollow that  form s shortly  after the em ptying of a 

m agm a reservoir  in a volcanic eruption –  covered by  a puddle of  dense whit ish 

water,  continuously  bubbling and expell ing gasses that  rise  from a depth of  over 

2,000 meters.  In an attem pt to penetrate alone the volcanic area of  Manziana 

(I taly) –  a  few ki lom eters from  Lake Br acciano –  that  was active between 500,000 

and 40,000 years ago,  the art ist  rum inates on abiogenesis,  which traces the birth 

of  l i fe  back to non-liv ing m atter.   

 

The Contemplation & the Misunderstanding –  4:58 

The action in the video evokes the innerm ost  la yers of  the Earth,  its m ost 

prim ordial  origins,  prom pts new visions for the future. The art ist  approaches an  

ancient  volcanic area of  tens of  m ill ions of  years ago,  pa sse s through the  

vapours that  rise  at  high tem perature from  the rocks,  either very  dark o r very 

white, unti l  he clutches fragi le  sulphur crystals in his hands,  a m ineral  essential 

for l iv ing beings,  which appears in all  i ts preciousness.  In the m eantim e,  he 

m akes the explored territory  his own,  m arking it  with lum inous indicators.  

Minim al gest ures becom e a metaphor for the posit ion of  hum anity  toward 

nature.  The sound is an el aboration of  so unds from  nature and  the Earth's  

electrom agnetic f ield.  

 

Gezeitenkr aft  –  04:20 

In this action,  the art ist  delves  into the balan ce between hum ankind and natu re.  

Many factors com e into play:  sea level,  winds,  exploitation,  pollution,  and  

energy  sources.  While  they  m anifest  them selves,  in an intense and yet not 

explosive m anner,  the art ist  approaches  them , tries to go into them ,  

contem plating their transform ativ e nature at  a geological  and geopolit ical 

crossroa d:  the Wadden Sea (Denm ark / Germ any / The N etherlands) a l im inal 
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area of  t ides between wetlands and hum an interventions that aim ed at “taming” 

the waters.   
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