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SOFIIA YESAKOVA

Cargo-200. Experimental projections on the surfaces 2.1 — 2.10.2022
Paper, fineliner, 10 Panels, each 40 x 50 cm

ARTIST STATEMENT

CARGO 200 is a term from military jargon. It refers to the transport of those killed in war back home. For the transport,
the body of the deceased is placed in a special container, usually made of zinc.

In my project, | use the method of "object-ification" of my subjective war experiences by intuitively re-enacting the
death of fellow citizens and soldiers through an experimental "an-ordering" on surfaces. This process captures the
event rationally and insensitively, which is known to be a consequence of habituation to war. In war, the imaginary has
no connection with reality. The traumatic nature of the reality of war is beyond our imagination.

Overcome by this reality, we nevertheless cannot comprehend the fear of the possibility of our own death, which is
unimaginable to us. When we think about our own death, we can be horrified, but when we talk about the death of
thousands, the impossibility of mathematically multiplying the horror prevents us from trying to comprehend it.

The world of war is made up of its own signs, most of which have hardly changed over the millennia. It is a series of
archaic symbols that stand for centre/periphery, order/chaos, vertical/horizontal, good/evil, life/death, victory/defeat,
friend/foe.

This series of works explores the problem of war perception, which is that our own consciousness can never share the
level of consciousness of dying soldiers and vice versa. In the course of war, after a certain time, we see war only as a
familiar field with its signs and "special effects".

We no longer see people. What kind of people sat there in the trenches and were shot at by artillery - we don't know.
What they did for a living beforehand and whether they had families and children - we don't know that either. Nor do
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we know what life the sudden war pulled them out of. And how they perceived it, how they experienced
it and what they felt and how they dealt with thoughts about their possible death - we don't know. We don't know
anything and we can't imagine.

How did these men accept the role of "cannon fodder" - this whole cruel ordeal?

Human rationalism works like this: Unconsciously, we try to abstract from a traumatic reality. As a result,
unfortunately, we ignore the catastrophe itself. Reality is absent. We hardly notice it because we simply cannot
imagine the reality of war, death. It is a paradox.

We generally dislike seeing violence as it exists in reality. The only worthy response to the challenge of terrorism
would be to radically change the rationale of our thinking. However, the clearer it becomes to us what is actually
happening, the more we refuse to be aware of it.

Humanity is unconsciously writing the story of its own end. Destruction of the world is possible today as never before.
That is why we need to wake up from our sleep.

The search for our own comfort always leads to the worst.
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