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NEZAKET EKICI 

 

Kaffeeklatsch (2019), Video Performance, HD with sound, 6’17”, on loan from the 

artist 

In her video performance and accompanying discussion series Kaffeeklatsch, Nezaket 

Ekici refers to the German afternoon ritual of ‘coffee and cake’, a time of meeting and 

togetherness for many German families. The history of coffee gossip is a long one. In 

Germany in the 16th and 17th centuries, with the rise of the bourgeoisie, women began 

meeting for coffee gossip – “Kränzchen” – to exchange ideas among themselves, 

allowing them a taste of freedoms that up until then had been reserved for men in social 

circles. Nezaket Ekici addresses the tradition of the coffee klatsch from her perspective 

as a migrant and a fully integrated German, questioning her sense of belonging in 

German society. She asks herself what her own German tradition is – which leads to the 
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general question of what actually is German tradition? In order to answer these 

questions, Ekici stages herself as three characters dressed in traditional German costumes 

from the Black Forest, the Spreewald, and Thuringia, representing the south, the north 

and the center of Germany. With the focus on the articulation, gestures, and facial 

expressions of the performer, Ekici drinks coffee with her doppelgangers in this playful 

video addressing the fine line between foreignness and belonging. Watching this work 

now – in our post-pandemic world, still recovering from social distancing and 

intermittent lockdowns, when we have all spent far too much time in our own company 

– we come to see how very precious this simple freedom is, to gather together with one 

another. 

 

Nezaket Ekici (b. 1970 in Kirsehir, Turkey. Lives and works in Berlin & Stuttgart, 

Germany, and Istanbul, Turkey.) 

www.ekici-art.de  

Nezaket Ekici holds a degree in Fine Arts, an MA in Art Pedagogy, and an MFA degree, 

having studied Art History and Sculpture at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University and Fine 

Arts Academy Munich (1994-2000). From 2001 to 2004 she studied Performance Art 

under Marina Abramović at the Hochschule der Bildenden Künste Braunschweig. Ekici’s 

video, installations and performances are often process-based and ask viewers to derive 

their own emotional and intellectual interpretations. In her work, complex, often 

controversial topics are tackled with humor in highly aesthetic compostions. Ekici 

frequently uses her own Turkish origins and education as a subject of tension, pitting her 

background against her living environment in Germany. Cultural, geographic and 

individual boundaries, transgressions, gender, authorial bodies, art history, religion, 

culture and politics are central to Ekici’s works. By highlighting these themes in everyday 

life and placing them in a new context, she aims to interconnect every element to form a 

total work of art — a Gesamtkunstwerk. Nezaket Ekici has presented more than 250 

different performances in more than 170 cities in over 60 countries on 4 continents. 

Selected international exhibitions since 2000 include: Museum Haus der Kunst in 

Munich; The Irish Museum of Modern art in Dublin; 25. May Museum Belgrade; PAC 
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Milano; Venice Biennale; P.S.1 New York; Van Gogh Museum Amsterdam; Reina 

Sophia Museum, Madrid; Museum of Contemporary Art, Istanbul; The Museum of 

Contemporary Art Taipei/ Taiwan; Poznan Biennale; Curiciba Biennale; Tel Aviv 

Museum of Art; Istanbul Modern; Marta Herford; Minsheng Art Museum Shanghai; Haus 

am Waldsee Berlin; KunstWerke Berlin; Oslo Museum; The Contemporary Art Gallery of 

Georgia, Georgia National Museum, Tbilisi; Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow, 

Total Museum Seoul, and many more. Ekici was an Artist-in-Residence at the Cultural 

Academy Tarabya, Istanbul (2013-14), was the recipient of the Rome Prize for an Artist 

Residency at the German Academy, Villa Massimo, Rome (in 2016-17); and participated 

in the Schlingensief Opera Village Residency in Burkina Faso, Africa (2021). She 

received the Paula Modersohn-Becker Art Award (2018), and received the Berlin Culture 

Senate prize for her Artist Residency at the International Studio & Curatorial Program 

(ISCP) in Brooklyn, New York (2020). 

 

 

 

 


